CLOCK MAINTENANCE SOFTWARE FOR NEXTSTEP

N I S T S Y N C H R O N I C I T Y

N I S T S Y N C H R O N I C I T Y CLOCK MAINTENANCE SOFTWARE FOR NEXTSTEP

This document describes in general terms the features of NIST Synchronicity. For purchase information, please refer to the sales information below.

PRODUCT OVERVIEW

SALES INFORMATION Synchronicity retails for $30 per license. To place a credit card order please contact SmartSoft at (800) 424-8864. VISA and MasterCard are accepted.

Check or Money orders should be sent to:

SmartSoft 2220 East Linnwood Avenue Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53211

For additional information, please contact SmartSoft at: (414) 964-8864 or (414) 964-4672 fax

NIST Synchronicity is a Preferences module for synchronizing the computer’s internal clock with the National Institute of Standards and Technology’s cesium clocks via a modem. The service is free, save the long distance charges incurred during the call.

Synchronicity’s functionality can be invoked through the Preferences application, a cron script or the command line. In demo mode Synchronicity does not allow command line or cron script use.

Synchronization of the computer’s clock can be immediate, or the clock may be slowly corrected without ever ‘skipping’ time. Time correction adjustment is useful in cases where changing the computer’s time may cause important automated tasks to be skipped or missed. Synchronicity also offers a limited control over NTP synchronization.

S O F T W A R E I N S TA LLA T I O N

Install NIST.preferences on /LocalLibrary/Preferences or ~/Library/Prefereces.

Changing the time is an operation normally reserved for the super user (root). To use this demo version of NIST Synchronicity, you will have to log in as root and use the preferences application to synchronize your clock.

Registered users of Synchronicity receive full documentation on how to allow any user to change the time. As well as how to take full advantage of teh software thru cron, and the Terminal application.

INSTALLING FOR USE WITH THE PREFERENCES APPLICATION

Documentation and support of these features are only available to registered users. Please contact SmartSoft for more information.

INSTALLING FOR AUTOMATED PERIODIC USE

INSTALLING FOR USE WITH TERMINAL

T H E N I S T S Y N C H R O N I C I T Y P R E F E R E N C E S M O D U LE

Synchronicity offers an easy to use NEXTSTEP interface through the Preferences application.

CALL NIST The Call NIST button makes Synchronicity call the National Institute of Standards and Technology. Upon a successful connection, Synchronicity sets or adjust the computer’s clock as needed.

The Configure buttons brings up a settings panel where you set the device where your modem is located, the dial string to use with your modem, etc. Synchronicity must be configured prior to use!

‘C’ Clears the display area. The display area is the scroll view below the buttons where Synchronicity prints status information.

The ‘?’ button displays information about the makers of NIST Synchronicity

CONFIGURE

C

?

SYNCHRONIZE VIA MODEM Check this radio button if you want to synchronize the clock with the NIST via a modem.

Check this radio button if you want to synchronize the clock with a computer running an NTP time server.

Check this box if you want Synchronicity to adjust the clock slowly without ‘skipping’ time. If the box is not checked, Synchronicity will change the time.

Type the name of the device where your modem is attached. Usually /dev/cufa, /dev/cufb, /dev/cua or /dev/cub. Select the maximum speed that we can use to communicate to your modem from the pop-up list.

Type the modem string you want to send your modem and the number to call here. This string should contain all your necessary modem commands to dial the modem on your system.

The number for the National Institute of Standards and Technologies is: (303) 494-4774

Type the name of the host offering NTP time services here.

SYNCHRONIZE VIA NTP

ADJUST TIME SLOWLY

MODEM DEVICE

DIAL STRING

HOST

C O N F I G U R A T I O N S E T T I N G S